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Whole-Faculty Study Group ACTION PLAN

	School
	Franklinton Elem.
	    Study Group #  
	Hands-on Science
	Date
	October 2, 2006

	Group Members:
	Joseph Kingrey, Lacey Branum, Sheila Allers, Dristen Cleyrat

	What is the general Category of student needs the group will address? Scientific Inquiry

	____Reading
	____Writing
	____Math
	  X    Science
	____Assessment
	Other: 

	Data  indicate that students need to: (be very specific)
	
	When our study group meets, we will:
	

	-Understand the four Science themes of each grade level 3-5 using the Inquiry Method.

	-Discuss/discover hands-on science strategies that work 

  for us;

-Share information gathered with other grade level 

  members 

-Design hands-on lessons that integrate real life  

  situations;

-Develop a needs assessment/checklist for our study 

  group to determine instructional needs;   

-Examine and evaluate student work and assessment  

 techniques; and 

-Discuss how to integrate hands-on science into other   

 core areas 



	The ESSENTIAL QUESTION that will guide the group’s work is: How will model hands-on/ investigative science concepts to help all students make personal connections, apply appropriate knowledge and acquire the necessary strategies/skills in a way that will cause them to understand and use scientific inquiry concepts to effectively conduct scientific investigations?

	Our resources are:
	Our norms are:

	-North Carolina Standard Course of Study;

-Curriculum Resource Teacher;

-Science Manipulatives and Textbook;

-Educational Websites;

-Colleagues; and

-Ideas/Suggestions from other study groups


	-Meetings will start and end on time;

-Meetings will not last more than one hour;

-Meetings will not be rescheduled due to  

  member absences; and 

-All members do equal share of work

	Specific Student Needs from above –

Students need to:
	Data Sources

 that document need and will be evidence of impact of group’s work
	Baseline - what data indicate when work begins in:

DATE Oct. 2, 2006
	Target - what study group projects will be the results of the work in:

DATE Nov. 3, 2006
	Actual – what data indicate now (complete at end of 

6 to 9 weeks)

DATE tbd

	-Understand the 4 science themes for their grade level using the inquiry method to 

 effectively  

 conduct 

 investigations
	- Teacher made 

  pre/post tests;
-Nine-week averages/report card; 

-Teacher 

  observations;

-Textbook; and 

-Checklists;

-Rubrics
	tbd% of students in all the members’ classes do not understand/ use data analysis and simple probability concepts to effectively conduct scientific investigations.
	77% of students in all  the members’ classes will understand/use data analysis and 

simple probability concepts to effectively  

conduct scientific investigations.
	tbd% of students in all  the members’ classes understood/used data analysis and 

simple probability concepts to effectively  

conduct scientific investigations.  

	Specific Student Needs from above –

Students need to:
	Data Sources

 that document need and will be evidence of impact of group’s work
	Baseline - what data indicate when work begins in:

DATE 
	Target - what study group projects will be the results of the work in:

DATE 
	Actual – what data indicate now (complete at end of 

6 to 9 weeks)

DATE  

	
	
	
	
	

	Specific Student Needs from above –

Students need to:
	Data Sources

 that document need and will be evidence of impact of group’s work
	Baseline - what data indicate when work begins in:

DATE 
	Target - what study group projects will be the results of the work in:

DATE 
	Actual – what data indicate now (complete at end of 

6 to 9 weeks)

DATE  

	
	
	
	    
	


Complete a chart every 6 to 9 weeks to track progress of study group work.

Column 1:  List two or three of the SPECIFIC student needs on the SGAP.

Column 2:  Use data sources that track current progress, i.e. teacher made tests, teacher observations, six-week averages, textbook checklists.  The cumulative impact of the formative assessments should be reflected in state tests; however, state tests are not given and results reported frequently enough to track on-going progress during the school year.

Columns 4 & 5:  The dates should be the same.

Columns 3, 4, & 5:  If percentages are used, it would be the percentage of students in all the members’ classes.  For example, if there are 75 students in three teachers’ classes, 60% demonstrating the need to increase spelling accuracy, would be 45 students.
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