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	WFSG Log for Group #6/ Handy Handwriters 
School BES  Log # 11  Date 2/28/07  Leader Loper
Members Present:  Loper (L) Styles Wood Martin ® Reed



What specific student learning need did the group target today? 

Beginning, middle,and end in writing.
	Check the steps on the WFSG action research cycle that best describe what the group did today.  In Column 2, elaborate on items checked (key findings, decisions, insights).



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Diagnosed students’ current levels of  performance (relative to need)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Developed assessment tools

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Identified strategies/materials to address need

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Planned lesson(s) for how each member will use strategy/material

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Developed/designed materials to address need

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Demonstrated/practiced strategies members have used or will use

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Articulated strategies used last week 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Examined samples of student work for evidence of student understanding

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Assessed results of using strategies in our classrooms


	We shared students work on beginning, middle, and end after using the template from Empowering Writers.  We found that when students are given a pre-writing activity they tend to include more details.  They also have a  more organized beginning, middle, and end.  However, some students tend to be distracted by the pre-writing and have trouble transitioning to their story. Students also seem to over focus on their pre-writing. 
We decided to help students we would try a collaborative writing.  Students will work in groups 3-4 to complete a writing assignment.  They will start with a brainstorming session, then move to completing a pre-writing exercise. Students will then write a story with a good beginning, middle, and end. Teachers will assign the writing prompt.  We will also model each step in this process.



Did the group examine student work today? Yes If yes, who brought? all
What resources/materials did members use during the meeting today? Franklin County 
Writing Plan  and Empowering Writers
	Since the last meeting, describe the specific instructional strategies members used in their classrooms that were the focus of last meeting.

	MEMBER
	STRATEGY:
	STUDENT RESULTS:

	Loper
Reed

Wood

Styles

Martin

     
     
     
     
	Used Empowering Writers pillar template.
     
Used Empowering Writers diamond template.     
     
     
	Results were mixed.  While the pre-writing exercise was helpful for some students.  Others seemed distracted by the added step.     
     
     
     
     


What have members agreed to do in their classrooms prior to the next meeting: We will give students a collaborative writing assignment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
	Is the group ready to share a proven strategy with the whole faculty? no

	Questions, Concerns, Comments: We will be observing in each others classes in the next few days. 
Thank you for bringing up the observing.  You are the first group to do so since January.  Everyone else will be encouraged to join with you in this over the next couple of weeks.  I now understand the templates you were referring to.  I have observed those being used in the classrooms.    It sounds like your results are mixed.  It is good to know that pre-writing helps students provide more details.  Do you have ideas about what to do with those that seem to get distracted by this process?  Good Work!!

Jewel 3-1-07


NEXT MEETING: Date 3/14/07    Location 103    Leader Martin
Materials needed: Results from group writing prompt.
Focus: Teaching beginning, middle, and end.
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