FRANKLIN COUNTY SCHOOL HEALTH ADVISORY COUNCIL PURPOSE AND BY-LAWS

PURPOSE

The Franklin County School Health Advisory Council is organized to ensure that parents and school and community health professionals come together to promote effective comprehensive school health programs. These eight components of comprehensive school health are (1) safe environment, (2) physical education, (3) health education, (4) staff wellness, (5) health services, (6) mental and social health, (7) nutrition services, and (8) parental/ family involvement.

The purpose of the School Health Advisory Council is to:

· Make recommendations to school staff concerning health issues, policies and programs;

· Make recommendations, when appropriate, to the school governance committees and/or the Board of Education concerning health issues, policies and programs;

· Advocate for effective, coordinated, comprehensive health programs;

· Identify community health resources;

· Provide information to parents concerning health issues and programs;

· Provide information to building PTAs concerning health issues and programs;

· Promote collaboration between school and community agencies in the area of comprehensive school health; and

· Serve as a clearinghouse for health issues and concerns.

MEMBERSHIP

The membership of the School Health Advisory Council is as follows:

· the Superintendent

· a school nurse

· three Franklin County Health Department representatives including the two health educators and the dental hygienist

· an elementary principal

· a Board of Education member

· Director of Child Nutrition

· a general practice physician

· Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources

· Assistant Superintendent of Auxiliary Services

· a 4-H agent

· a representative from Franklin Regional Medical Center

· a representative from a Franklin County business

· a representative from the Parks and Recreation Department

· Director of Student Services

· Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction

· Director of Secondary Education

· Director of Title 1/ School Improvement

· A representative from the ESL Program

· A representative from PTA

· A representative from the Area Authority (Mental Health)

· A representative from the Mental Health Association of North Carolina

Members may be added when deemed necessary by the full committee and/or the superintendent.

MEMBERSHIP SELECTION

1. Each agency or organization selects its own representative.

2. Members who resign are replaced by the organization or school they represent.

3. Members are selected to serve for at least one school year.

MEETINGS

1. The committee meets monthly during the school year.

2. The meetings will be chaired by the council chair or his/her designee. The meeting shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order.

OFFICERS

1. The chair of the council is nominated by a nominating committee and elected by the full committee.

2. Representatives of the council share responsibility for taking minutes of the meeting. 

SUBCOMMITTEES

1. Subcommittees which are chosen by the full committee carry out much of the work of the committee.

2. Subcommittees may invite people not on the School Health Advisory Council to work on specific projects.

3. Each subcommittee will report to the full committee on a regular basis.

4. The Advisory Committee for Safe and Orderly Schools is a standing subcommittee and meets regularly throughout the year. This committee is charged with making recommendations that relate to drug abuse prevention and intervention in the schools and in the community. This committee considers student assistance issues, curriculum concerns, access to alcohol and other drugs, parent information and related issues.

5. The full committee will vote on any necessary action.

6. All recommendations to school staff, school governance committees or the Board of Education are made by the full School Health Advisory Council.

VOTING

1. One half of the School Health Advisory Council membership must be present for a vote to be taken.

2. Two-thirds of the members present must vote for a motion in order for the motion to be approved.

COMMUNICATION

1. The superintendent and the Board of Education representative will be the liaison between the School Health Advisory Council and the Board of Education.

2. Minutes will be submitted to the School Health Advisory Council chairperson and sent to the members prior to a meeting.

3. Committee members may request to place items on the agenda by either calling or emailing the School Health Advisory Council chairperson.

4. When deemed necessary by the council membership and school staff, the council will hold public hearings to solicit input regarding recommendations which may be controversial.

AMENDMENTS

1. Amendments to these by-laws shall be proposed by a council member.

2. Voting on amendments must follow the procedures outlined under “Voting”. 

