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English IV Honors Summer Reading

The English department of Louisburg High School believes strongly in the benefits of a summer reading program.  For English IV Honors, such a program serves two functions. First, it keeps you active as a reader of texts of recognized literary merit. Second, it keeps you active as a thinker by requiring that you write about what you have read. This writing component will also ease the transition of those students who will continue into Advanced Placement English in the Spring Semester.  

You are required to choose two books from the reading list below.  It is an abbreviated version of the Honors IV/A.P. English reading list.  Do not choose books that you have read as part of a previous class at LHS.  Upon completion of your reading, choose one writing prompt from the provided list and write an essay of approximately 750 words (about two typed, double-spaced pages) on one of the books you’ve read.  The essay is due on the first day of school.  If you desire faster feedback on your essay, you may e-mail it to me over the summer to marciemcdonald@fcschools.net. Please send it as an attachment. (The number in parentheses at the end of each prompt indicates the year that question was on the A.P. exam.)  In addition, you will take a test on both books during the first week of school.

--Ms. Marcy McDonald, English IV Honors Teacher

English IV Honors Summer Reading List

As I Lay Dying, William Faulkner
Beloved, Toni Morrison

Black Boy, Richard Wright

Brave New World, Aldous Huxley

Cannery Row, John Steinbeck

Catch-22, Joseph Heller

Color Purple (The), Alice Walker

East of Eden, John Steinbeck

Ethan Frome, Edith Wharton

Farewell to Arms, A, Ernest Hemingway
Fellowship of the Ring (The), J.R.R. Tolkien

For Whom the Bell Tolls, Hemingway

Grapes of Wrath (The), John Steinbeck

Handmaiden's Tale, The--Margaret Atwood

Grendel, Gardner

Hobbitt (The), J.R.R. Tolkien

House on Mango Street (The) Cisneros

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Maya Angelou

In Cold Blood, Truman Capote

Invisible Man, Ralph Ellison

Jazz, Toni Morrison

Johnny Got His Gun, Dalton Trumbo

Joy Luck Club (The), Amy Tan

Killer Angels, The--Michael Shaara

Kitchen God's Wife, The--Amy Tan

My Antonia, Willa Cather

Native Son, Richard Wright

Obasan--Joy Kogawa

Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austin

Rabbit, Run, John Updike

Red Badge of Courage (The), Stephen Crane

Roots, Alex Haley

Snow Falling on Cedars--David Guterson

Sound and the Fury, William Faulkner

Sula, Toni Morrison

Sun Also Rises (The), Ernest Hemingway

Tale of Two Cities (A), Charles Dickens

Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston

Things They Carried, The--Tim O'Brien

Winter of Our Discontent--John Steinbeck

Wuthering Heights, Emily Bronte

Dramas:

As You Like It--William Shakespeare

Fences--August Wilson

Importance of Being Earnest (The), Wilde

 Merchant of Venice (The), Shakespeare

Midsummer’s Night’s Dream (A), Shakespeare

Our Town, Wilder

Streetcar Named Desire (A), Williams

Taming of the Shrew (The), Shakespeare

Tempest (The), Shakespeare

Twelfth Night, Shakespeare

Summer Writing Prompts
1. The conflict created when the will of an individual opposed the will of the majority is the recurring theme of many novels, plays, and essays.  Select the work of an essayist who is in opposition to his or her society, or from a work of recognized literary merit, select a fictional character who is in opposition to his or her society.  In a critical essay, analyze the conflict and discuss the moral and ethical implications for both the individual and the society.  Do not summarize the plot or action of the work. (1976)

2. Select a line or so from poetry, or a moment or scene in a novel, epic poem, or play that you find especially memorable.  Write an essay in which you identify the line or the passage, explain its relationship to the work in which it is found, and analyze the reasons for its effectiveness.  Select a work of recognized literary merit. (1984)

3. One definition of madness is mental delusion or the eccentric behavior arising from it.  Yet, Emily Dickinson wrote, “Much Madness is divinest Sense--/To a discerning Eye--.”  Novelists and playwrights have often seen madness with a “discerning Eye.”  Select a novel or a play in which a character’s apparent madness or irrational behavior plays an important role.  Then write a well-organized essay in which you explain what this delusion or eccentric behavior consists of and how it might be judged reasonable.  Explain the significance of the madness to the work as a whole.  Do not merely summarize the plot. (2001)
4. An effective literary work does not merely stop or cease; it concludes.  In the view of some critics, a work that does not provide the pleasure of significant “closure” has terminated with an artistic fault.   A satisfactory ending is not, however, always conclusive in every sense; significant closure may require the reader to abide with or adjust to ambiguity or uncertainty.  In an essay, discuss the ending of a novel or play of acknowledged literary merit.  Explain precisely how and why the ending appropriately or inappropriately concludes the work.  Do not merely summarize the plot. (1973)

5. Some works of literature use the element of time in a distinct way.  The chronological sequence of events may be altered, or time may be suspended or accelerated.  Choose a novel of recognized literary merit and show how the author’s manipulation of time contributes to the effectiveness of the work as a whole.  Do not merely summarize the plot. (1986)
