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As you may be aware, North
Carolina was recently named a
recipient of the federal Race to the
Top grant. The purpose of the
grant is to award competitive
grants for states in order to help
prepare students to graduate from
high school ready for college and
careers.

Franklin County Schools will re-
ceive approximately $898,736 over
the next four years as its share of
North Carolina’s award. The funds
will be used to support existing
initiatives.

One-third of the funding will pri-
marily be used for staff develop-
ment. The remaining two-thirds of
the funding will be used to pur-
chase technology to support the
staff development. This will in-
clude the installation of more inter-
active classrooms in several FCS
classrooms.

The goal of the grant is to apply
the funding to support existing ini-
tiatives throughout the school dis-
trict for the next four years.
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Surprised by Central Office Leadership, William Harris, Principal of Louis-
burg Elementary School, was awarded by Assistant Superintendent for Hu-
man Resources Lynn Henderson and Superintendent Dr. Eddie Ingram with
the 2011 Wachovia Principal of the Year for Franklin County Schools. Harris
was also surprised later in the school day with an assembly held by teachers
and students at the school. He was presented with a banner, gifts, and even
a school-wide cheer to celebrate the honor Harris received earlier in the day.

Harris has been in education for thirty years, all with Franklin County
Schools. He began his teaching career as a mathematics and science
teacher at Gold Sand Middle School in 1981. Besides Gold Sand Middle, he
also taught at Louisburg High School and Terrell Lane Middle School. In
2000, he became Assistant Principal at Cedar Creek Middle School. In
2003, he was promoted to his current post as Principal of Louisburg Elemen-
tary School. He is a 1976 graduate of Bunn High School. He received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics/Science (Secondary Education)
in 1980 from Elizabeth City State University and a Masters in Administration
from North Carolina State University in 2003.

SEE POY PAGE 4
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Louisburg Elementary School is very excited to have begun their “We Cycle!”
bike program this school year. Thanks to a United Way grant written last year
by third grade teacher Katie Cunningham, the school was able to purchase
these cool bicycles to help promote physical activity and healthy lifestyles
school-wide.

“Last year, Mr. Harris and | were talking about how my husband could get
involved in volunteering at our school,” Cunningham said. “He is an avid cy-
clist, so we started brainstorming ideas of how he could tie his biking into his
volunteer work. We came up with the idea for me to write a United Way grant
asking for bikes, trainers (a piece of equipment that makes it possible to ride a
bicycle without moving forward), and distance-calculating computers.”

“I would create a program where students in grades 3-5 could be chosen,
based on PBIS standards, to come and ride the bikes with Mr. Cunningham
and Mr. Bruner during the school day,” Cunningham added.

When the students come to the gym for the first time, they are given a log
and are able to keep track of how far they ride each time. The school will also
be having competitions to see which grade level can ride the farthest collec-
tively. At the end of the second nine weeks, the children in each grade who
have ridden the furthest will be racing Mr. Harris.

“We are enthusiastic about this program not only because of the needed
physical activity that it is giving our students and teaching them a healthy life-
style, but also the motivation it gives them to work hard and behave well
throughout the week so that they have better chances of being picked to ride
the bikes,” Cunningham says.
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Future field naturalists may
exist in the population of sixth
grade girls at Cedar Creek Mid-
dle School. Thanks to a grant
program at the North Carolina
Museum of Natural Sciences,
several sixth grade girls at
CCMS have been participating
in a fun after-school program
once a week called “Girls in Sci-
ence.” Led by Sally Bean from
the museum and advised by
CCMS science teacher Cathy
Messerly, the students patrtici-
pate in a six-week adventure
that includes learning about wa-
tersheds and river basins, wet-
lands, writing nature journals,
identifying animal signs, and the
opportunity to meet a scientist.

During a recent visit to a club
meeting, students participated in
a natural history investigation.
Students were given a sample of
eight objects to observe and at-
tempt to identify what they are
and what function they might
serve. Hands-on samples were
brought in for students to identify
without having to leave the cam-
pus.

-]
g
"
g
3
L
]
<

& "#% &#
L 9 9

The students rotated around to
different stations to work on other
labs relating to the lesson, such
as identifying animal tracks in
Plaster of Paris, bird feathers,
and signs that assist in the identi-
fication of the presence of a par-
ticular animal.

The “Girls in Science” program
began in 1992. It has served
over 900 sixth grade girls with
hands-on projects, fieldwork, and
mentoring. The program encour-
ages interest in science for the
girls while introducing them to
career opportunities in the sci-
ence field. The girls benefit from
the opportunities in science and
allows them to share their knowl-
edge with other students.

The program was founded in
response to several national
studies that indicated girls tend
to stop performing on the same
level as boys in science around
the sixth grade.
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Safety is a high priority on the cam-
pus of Cedar Creek Middle School.
The poster above has appeared in
several locations around the school
lately to assist with a new initiative the
school has implemented as a safe
and anonymous way for students,
parents, and staff to report various
issues ranging from bullying to drugs,
weapons, threats, vandalism, or other
non-emergency, yet dangerous be-
havior. Students can report incidents
that occur both on and off campus in
order to allow for a greater sense of
security. By sending information
through either the tipline website or
the hotline (available via texting), the
identity is anonymous and protected
unless you choose to share your per-
sonal information.

To access the tipline, text
“@CCMS" to 847847, insert a space,
then type your anonymous tip. Or,
you can visit the website at schoolti-
pline.com to report the tip. To get
updates from the school via text, text
“Follow @CCMS"” to 847847.

At CCMS, the tips are sent to Offi-
cer Collins and/or Principal Wheeler.
For more information, contact the
school at 554-4848.
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"I think our school deserves
the recognition more so than
anyone else," Harris said. "l also
want to give thanks for all of the
support of the staff, parents, Mrs.
Stover, and the office personnel.
| am so honored and thankful to
work at Louisburg Elementary
School."

Harris adds, "We will continue
at Louisburg Elementary to strive
to be a school of excellence. |
have confidence in everyone that
they can do it."
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Flu season is just around the corner and anyone can be a potential target. Your best protec-
tion against the debilitating effects of this virus is to get a flu shot. For this reason, Franklin
County Schools is sponsoring an onsite flu shot drive at 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Wednes-
day, November 10 at Louisburg Elementary School. Flu shots were also administered at
other locations prior to this publication’s print date.

Well, what is the flu?

The flu is a disease of the breathing passages caused by the influenza virus. It affects people
of all ages as it spreads through the air from person to person. The virus can be as conta-
gious as the common cold and is easily transmitted from people who are already infected.
You can also get the flu from those who have been exposed, but have not yet developed
symptoms. This means that you can be contagious and not even know it.

The flu is more serious than a cold, often causing severe symptoms such as body aches, ex-
haustion, high fever, respiratory inflammation, congestion, cough and more. You could be ill
for a week with some symptoms lingering for up to a month. For people that are classified by
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) as high-risk, it is especially important to get vacci-
nated. This group includes people over 65; a household contact of persons at increased risk
of flu-related complications, anyone with heart disease, diabetes, kidney disorder, blood dis-
order or an impaired immune system.

Fact: A flu shot is your best shot at protection!

Flu vaccine is 75 to 90 percent effective in preventing infection. Contrary to a popular myth,
you cannot get the flu from the vaccine since it is made from highly purified, egg grown vi-
ruses that have been rendered noninfectious.

The vaccine causes your body to produce antibodies that protect it against the virus. Even if
you received a flu shot last year, you still need to receive another one this year to remain pro-
tected. The reason being, each year the flu strain changes and your body slowly loses its im-
munity to the flu.

As with any vaccine, flu vaccine has some side effects. Less than 1/3 of those who receive a
flu shot will experience some soreness at the vaccination site, and only 5 to 10 percent will
suffer mild side effects such as low-grade fevers and headaches. Anyone with a history of
hypersensitivity to eggs or egg products should not receive a
flu shot since the vaccine is grown in hens’ eggs.

October and November are the optimal months for flu vacci-
nation. However, getting vaccinated later will still prevent ill-
ness in most flu seasons. The CDC recommends that vacci-
nation continue through December and as long as vaccine is
available. So if you want to be sure you’re healthy for the
holidays or that much-awaited vacation, don't leave it up to
chance. Get vaccinated today!
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Students at Franklin County Early College High
School participated in a North Carolina Bar Association
program on October 22 designed to introduce them to
legal careers. The event was held on the main cam-
pus of Vance-Granville Community College.

The Law Career Conference, known as “Diversity in
the Profession,” spotlighted the many career options
available to those possessing a law degree. It also
informed students of what they would need to do to
obtain a law degree. It was noted to students by
VGCC President Randy Parker that Criminal Justice is
one of the college’s most popular associate degree
programs.

Attorney Roderick Allison took the students through
an interactive exercise where students argued different
sides of a hypothetical case. Following the exercise, a
panel discussion on careers was held to allow students
to learn what it is like to be an Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court, a paralegal, and an attorney.

Students also enjoyed hearing a motivational presen-
tation by District Court Judge Herbert L. Richardson of
Lumberton.
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The grants were judged by a team from Wake Electric. The final approval was made on Tuesday, October 19 by
the UWFC Board of Directors. The grants were very competitive this year! All grants were excellent in ideas and
effort. A reception will be held at Novozymes later this month. Congratulations to the 29 FCS grant winners:

Eranklinton High School

Creating a Community of Learning — Reaching Out (Maria Styers), $400

Regardless of Age, It's Never Too Late to Learn (Dottie Averette, Evelyn Crudup, and Gloria Kearney), $360
Digging Up Bones — DUB (Winn Clayton), $1,000

Louisburg High School
Life Skills Learning Lab (Sylvia Rogers), $1,500

Bunn High School

Scholastic Skype! (Sarah Lewis), $720
Wilderness Wonders (Anne Paris), $1,480
Bunn Productions (Annette Privette), $1,477.44

Cedar Creek Middle School
Gulliver's World (Freda Brodish), $1,500

Terrell Lane Middle School

Closing the Gap 2010 (Susan Barnes and Shanyell Parker), $1,426.20

Rock with Me (Sarah A. Lewis), $1,500

Something on the Inside Working on the Outside (Candace Ball), $1,100

Give the Students Engaging Reading (Charlotte Harris), $1,488.83

Rock, Rock Planet Rock — Don't Stop (Crystal Cofield-Davis), $1,129.36

Green Brigade — Lead, Follow or Get Out of the Way (Beverly Austin “Zoe"), $500
Eye Can Do It Too (Laurie Wood), $500

Edward Best Elementary School
21st Century Musicians (Bryson Finney), $850

Long Mill Elementary School

Science/Math Day at Kings Dominion (Michelle Starks, Barbara Stephens, and Jenny Thompson), $1,500
Science Made Fun — Food for Thought (Amy Loper), $1,100

Dig It! (Erin McFarland), $1,100.00

Bunn Elementary School

“Sense” ability (Genevieve Dumoulin-Hilaire), $1,022.35
Friends around the World (Elaine Ihrie), $233.20

Feed the Hungry (Michelle Harris), $810.00

SMART Kids Need SMART Boards (Lisa Barham) $1,211.11
Mastering Math Technology Style (Eddie Hinton), $500.00
The Body Shop (Whitney Wall), $1,215.50

Royal Elementary School

Reading Green (Julie Batton), $1,500

Picture Me! (Melissa Pendleton), $280.08

You, Mii, Wii — Get Fit (Tonya Brodie), $554.88

Laurel Mill Elementary School
Rock The Beat in the 21st Century (Rebecca Wachholz), $1,500

Congratulations to all grant winners!
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Teachers and staff at Edward Best Elemen-
tary recently invited students and their fami-
lies to Family Fun Reading Night. The staff
acted out various stories for the audience.
Students enjoyed the funny stories, as well as
the pizza dinner held immediately following.
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Students at Bunn Elementary
School are learning about
the cultures from various
countries school-wide. Each
classroom is assigned a
country to study throughout
the school year. Then, all
classrooms will get together
and each will share what
they learned about their
country with the rest of the
school. The program is de-
signed to educate and pro-
mote cultural awareness
throughout the entire Wildcat
community.
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The new gymnasium at Bunn Elementary School is now open and being used by students. Pictured
above is a second grade class who was the first class to have Physical Education in the new gym.
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Students at TLMS recently enjoyed a
Halloween performance held by differ-
ent grade level band classes on Octo-
ber 29. In addition to playing scary mu-
sic, teachers acted out a scene along
with the band playing in the back-
ground. It was an exciting morning ac-
tivity for students to get some laughs, as
well as enjoy the musical talents of their
peers.

Students at Terrell Lane Middle School recently elected
Student Council officers for the 2010-2011 school year.
Students campaigned diligently by gathering concerns
from their fellow students. Campaign posters covered
the school with catchy slogans and pictures.

Candidates for the positions of president and vice-
president made speeches that were taped and aired to
the entire student body. School-wide elections were held
by homeroom, and the new Student Council convened
for its first meeting on October 7.

Displayed in the picture is the TLMS 2010-2011 Student
Council—Front row: Secretary Bre'Asia Williams, Vice-
President Hunter Morgan, President Matthew Sidibeh,
Assistant Secretary Mia Torres, Parliamentarian Alexis
Edwards. Back row: 6th grade Falcon Representatives
Marissa Clark, Ethan Young; 6th grade Eagle Represen-
tatives Todd Bean, Jodie Summerlin; 8th grade Jaguars
Representatives Jamaal Yarborough, Marcus Richard-
son; 8th grade Tigers Representative Sarah Baker-
Meyer; 7th grade Sharks Representative Tyreka Kear-
ney; 7th grade Dolphins Representatives Shanice Alston,
Hannah Kearney.
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Are you familiar with FCS Tube? If you
are not, Franklin County Schools hosts
an online educational video library that
contains district-wide video clips from
various schools, as well as a safe way to
view educational videos on the internet.
The Superintendent’s Office has begun to
utilize FCS Tube by preparing short video
clips from various district and school
events. On the left is an example of
some of the postings. Schools also post
videos online with the assistance of their
Instructional Technology Facilitator. To
visit FCS Tube, point your favorite inter-
net browser to www.fcschools.net and
click “FCS Tube” in the links on the left.
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FCS is excited to embark on a new feature to our
district website entitled, “SMART Stops on the FCS
Race to the Top Adventure!” This weekly blog will
highlight one FCS teacher who utilizes an interactive
classroom in their instructional day. The blog’s focus
is to educate the rest of the FCS community, along
with students, parents, and community members on
how we utilize this technology daily in our instruc-
tional practices district-wide. There are so many
teachers who have done an outstanding job with us-
ing the technology. Many more are currently learning
how to utilize the technology in their content area

wonooom " thanks to outstanding professional development.
6 + 9 . S .
You can access this new blog by clicking on the link

o ., (( I 7 %) ., located on the left of the FCS main website at
& 6 9 www.fcschools.net in the “Links of Interest” section.
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