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First of Three
Budget
Forums Held

On Monday, January 31, Frank-
lin County Schools held the first of
three budget forums being held
throughout the county during the
next several weeks. Approxi-
mately 100 attended the first forum
held at the Bunn High School Audi-
torium, which consisted of various
stakeholders including teachers,
principals, district leadership, par-
ents, and community members.

Doug Moore, FCS Assistant Su-
perintendent for Business and Fi-
nance, led the forum by discussing
with attendees the current and fu-
ture budget situation affecting the
school district. He explained the
major state and federal budget
issues that exist for next school
year, the expiration of stimulus
funds and how they affect FCS,
various reduction options devel-
oped by the state, and much more.

Moore also explained how the
feder al
partially assist the school district
next year with the loss of federal
stimulus funds at the end of the

SEE BUDGET PAGE 3

Starting Science Early

Laurel Mill Elementary stu-
dents become scientists
through a fun lab. Page 2

2011-12 Traditional
Calendar Approved

Next year’s traditional calen-
dar is now available. Page 4

AfEducati onm

Shearer Completes Chief Technology Officers Program
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Chris Shearer (above), FCS Chief Information Officer, recently graduated from
the Chief Technology Officers’ Program at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill’'s School of Government.

Chris Shearer, FCS Chief Information Officer, has successfully graduated
from the 2010 Certified Education Chief Technology Officers (CeCTO) Pro-
gram at the University of North Car g
ment. The North Carolina Department of Public Instruction and MCNC part-

@%v@th tEe UN% %chow Iofle)vernment to offer this groundbreaking pro-

essional develllopment opportunity.

The CeCTO program is the first education specific program for CTOs and
CIOs in the nation and began in February of 2010. The program is designed
for K-12 Chief Technology Officers and Chief Information Officers whose
responsibilities require a broad understanding of management, leadership,
and enterprise topics. The course is approximately 240 hours in length.

Course instruction covers enterprise issues, strategic technology planning,
communication, project management, emerging trends, risk assessment and
management, acquisition management, change management, leadership,
security, legal issues and financial trends.

Shearer is one of the 34 K-12 Chief Information Officers who successfully
completed the course in its inaugural year. The CeCTO program is a new
offering in the nationally acclaimed Certified Government Chief Information
Of ficersd series, which was pioneer €
Center for Public Technology. The CGCIO program, started in 2005, was the
first of its kind in the nation and has successfully graduated more than 400
public sector IT professionals across the country.
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Students at Laurel Mill Elementary Become Scientists Early
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These students at Laurel Mill Elementary are like real scientists— Using SMART Board technology, Mr. Monty Riggs, FCS Director of
observing and recording findings. Secondary Education, makes a point about the microscopic world

around us to students participating in the science lab at LMES.

Do you really know how the world around you looks? Are things the way they appear? How do scientists see the
world?
It all started when the fourth graders at Laurel Mill Elementary in Mrs. Nicole Sheldon and Mrs. Natasha VonK-
l inglerds classes read the story AMedicine: Past and Pr
cated, ithe students did not believe me when | told them
Through conversation, Mrs. Jane Riggs, AlG Specialist, became involved as she had several stereo microscopes
and a connection with Mr. Monty Riggs, FCS Director of Secondary Education and a former high school science
teacher. A unique (but simple) science | aboratory exper.|
students.
The laboratory experiment consisted of students observing a variety of everyday materials in ways they had not
previously experienced, and seeing those materials the way they really exist. The materials for observation included:
salt, pepper, fabric, ditch water, paper towel, grits (breakfast food), flour, sugar, powdered sugar, sand, newspaper
print, cat hair, snow and ice, and even a dime.

SEE SCIENCE PAGE 5

Mr. Monty Riggs explains to students what they will be viewing Mrs. Sheldon prepares the next sample to be viewed under the
under the microscope. microscope.
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Continued from page 1

current school year. This
amount is approximately $1.69
million dollars, but does not
cover the entire funding the dis-
trict is losing.

Moore shared many important
questions and answers the dis-
trict have identified thus far. In
addition, Moore shared some
survival options the school dis-
trict has, along with some final
thoughts.

Towards the conclusion of the
forum, Joe Baisley, FCS Public
Information Officer and Special
Projects Coordinator, passed the
microphone around to various
attendees in the audience to ask
any questions they had regard-
ing the budget.

The next forum is scheduled
for the Franklinton area on Mon-
day, February 21 at 7:00 p.m. at
Franklinton High School in the
auditorium. The forum sched-
uled for the Louisburg area on
Monday, February 28 at 7:00
p.m. at Louisburg High School in
the auditorium. Please feel free
to invite family members,
neighbors, and other community
members to the forums. We
want everyone informed about
our current situation.

The presentation can be
viewed on our district website by
clicking on the
tation 20110 1
tion menu on the left side, along

f
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with the fABudget

Boxo | ink. We
played a link for information on
how to contact your elected offi-
cials about the budget affecting
our schools.

& Joe Baisley
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Early College Students Shine

Two students at the Franklin County Early College High School have been recognized for
their hard work and dedication to excellence. Hannah Stutts, left, is a contest winner in
the Martin Luther King speech contest, sponsored by Vance-Granville Community College.

Brandon Patton,

right, will serve as a Governor’s Page this summer. Congratulations!

FHS Student Advances to Divisional Contest
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On Saturday January 22, American Legion Post 52, Franklinton, hosted the dis-
trict finals of the 74th American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Pro-
gram. The winner, who will advance to the divisional contest, to be held in Wil-
son, on February 12, was Randi Gibbs of Franklinton High School. This program
is sponsored by The American Legion as part of their Children & Youth Pro-

grams.
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SCIENCE

Continued from page 2

4 et 27/
A student is seen here making comments about what she Students in Mrs. Sheldon’s class discuss their observations with
viewed under the microscope with Mrs. Jane Riggs, AlG Special- each other.

ist.

The student experiment consisted of observing each sample and writing their findings. (Good scientists make ob-
servations and record findings). The students were surprised and excited at their findings! Students discovered a new
world i right around them.

Students had very good and genuine comments. One comme
|l i ked the Iittle tiny animals floating in the water. o Al
everyday that we didnét know | ooked |Iike close up. oo

One commented, AThe things you showed us on the Smart E
ment was, Ail't was cool to |l ook through a microscope, oh |

One final student comment that was really touching to |
Thank you for taking the time out of your day just to hel
what keeps educators going, not the money, not the f ame,

Through word of mouth, the laboratory experience for the fourth graders spread to other grade levels. Mrs. Riggs
provided the | ab for all of these cl asses. AWe never Kkn
results in a studentds education and become a foundati on

FES Starts Graduation Goals Early

Kindergarten students in
at Franklinton Elementary School will all tell you excit-
edl vy, Al am going to gradu 0

ATo encourage my kinderga
very best in school, we often discuss what they want to T ) —
be when they grow up, o Ric ahea EON e HATs, ¢
the importance of graduating from high school and at- ¢ SRk P S T T
tending some form of higher learning. So, for Christ- = K E\ 5 5
mas, | ordered my students t-shirts with our school
name and mascot on the front, and the back reads,

0 Mr s . Princessd6 Class of 2

The students are extremely proud to wear their shirts
each week and their goals for the school years ahead!

ONs
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FCS is Proud to Have 15 New National Board Certified Teachers
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Natalie Duffield (above), Kindergarten teacher at Youngsville Elementary School, is one of fifteen teachers across the school district who
recently received their National Board Certification. The fifteen teachers will be honored at a special banquet on Wednesday, February 23.

Franklin County Schools is proud to have fifteen teachers from various schools across the district to
achieve National Board Certification this school year. These teachers worked extremely hard throughout
the certification process. It was a difficult process to become National Board Certified, but all of our
teachers who have this certification will say it is very rewarding in the end.

The teachers who received their certification this year are: Armenia Davisd Secondary Mathematics
(BHS), Jamie Adamsd Middle Grades English/Language Arts (CCMS), Valerie Hawthorned Middle
Grades Social Studies/History (CCMS), Matthew Thackerd Middle Grades Mathematics (CCMS), Patricia
Russickd Literacy: Reading/Language Arts (FES), Amy Bunnd Secondary English/Language Arts (LHS),
Hettie Faulknerd Career and Technical Education (LHS), Laurie Bakerd Early Childhood Generalist
(LOMES), Kristen Carpenterd Early Childhood Generalist (LOMES), Shirley Coltraned Exceptional
Needs Specialist (LOMES), Allison Tolerd Early Childhood Generalist (LOMES), Karla Franklind Literacy:
Reading/Language Arts (RES), Maureen Lalinod Literacy: Reading/Language Arts (RES), Aria Lewisd
Literacy: Reading/Language Arts (RES), and Natalie Duffieldd Early Childhood Generalist (YES).

More news about these National Board Certified teachers will be available in the March edition of First
Thursday.

@ Franklin Céunty Schools
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TLMS Supports Organization to Help Global Friends

As a Social Studies project, the students, staff, and administration at Ter-
rell Lane Middle School decided to support Heifer International, a non-
profit organization. This organization was a great way to reach out to the

"global" community. The school 6s goal was $
hive and two flocks of chickens. i We | ove t he fact
vide food for one day, but a way

Cathy Madden, eighth grade Social Studies teacher at TLMS. Madden
added, A Thmllinate thesfields ad well as provide honey and

bees wax. The chickens provide eggs and meat. We met our goal just
before the holidays with a grand total of $71.20. We are all so proud to
have helped our gl obal friends. 0

Elementary Grading Update

Franklin County Schools is embarking on a pilot grading system for grades K-2 which focuses on the North Carolina
Standard Course of Study. Earlier in the year, notification about this new system was sent through various handouts
given at the school level. This information is also available on the school system website at www.fcschools.net. It is
the school systembs desire to help parents understan
the areas of math and reading. We believe this is much more meaningful than just giving a reading and math grade
with no feedback on what t H\evaub yolr thpukon wayssto coommunicate effectively
on the academic expectations of your children. Working together, we can accomplish great things. If parents have
suggestions for elementary report cards, please direct them to Linda Frederickson, FCS Director of Elementary Edu-
cation and Federal Programs at 496-2600 or by e-mail at LindaFrederickson@fcschools.net.

KNOow

Make-Up Days from January Snow Day Flu Vaccines are Important for All

The make-up day from schools
being closed on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 11 will be on Friday, April

Our state recently had its first fatality of the flu sea-
* son. It is shown that the flu is now widespread state-
wide. Itis not too late to get your flu vaccine. Several

# locations in the area are still administering the vac-
proved by the Board of Educa- cine. The vaccine can reduce the chances of getting
tion when the original calendar * the flu by up to 90 percent. Get your vaccine today to

was approved. help prevent the flu!

29. This is a make-up days ap-

Would you like to receive First Thursday each month via e-mail?

If so, please feel free to subscribe to our mailing list! You will receive an e-mail notice each month with the link to
the newest First Thursday edition posted to our district website. Send an e-mail to Joe Baisley, Public Information
Officer, at JosephBaisley@fcschools.net and we will make sure you are on the list! We currently have a large
amount of parents and members of our community on the subscriber list. Don’t worry, the security of your e-mail
address is handled with the highest priority! The subscriber list is private and e-mail addresses will not be re-
leased at any time to anyone. In addition, it will not display on the e-mail that is sent out each month.
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